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CHARACTER 


20 | OF A 


WOMAN 


That NEVER Was, al 
NEVER will BE. 


Made Engliſh from the French of 
Monſ. DE St. Ev&EMOND. 


Wark 


Wh * 


10 (quam te memorem) Virgo! namg; hand tibi unltas 
Mortalis, nec vox hominem ſonat . O Dea certe. 
| | Virg. Znei. Lib. r. 


O Virgin! « or what other Name you bear 
Above that Stile; O more than mortal Fair! 
| Your N od Meen celeſtial Buch declare · 


_ Printed i in x the Year 171 8. 
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es of Mazarin. 
* Author now- aliue, he U. 
have hang d bis Sentements: In- 
fead of aa to gre the 
2 orld a ÞiRure of of her Grace, he 
would inge have cone 2 
that he drew it for Your Lady- 
fhs 
T Nature and Won N con- 
fpir'd in Your Favour. I have 
often beheld aud ronfider d Your 
Charms; and the more I ſee them, 
the more I admire em. Nor am 
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with "doi you; Tour pr. 4 
frons are eaſy and natural, your 
Thoughts are juſt and kvely, ; hap- 
2 and polite. | : 
There are a Thouſand Beauties 
in You, which can never be d- 
feripd. This Character therefore 
1 not properly Tours, tis rather 
@ Sketch of the Amiable- 4 
"who is no where ſo Charming, ſo 
Beautiful and Agreeable,” as * 
* in toad wag 8 * * DA. 
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Moſt Harnble Servant. 
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dies, that have made 
me happy in their Con- 

verſation, I have con- 

ſtantly obſer vd, that if ſome of 
their Qualities deſerv'd my Admi- 
ration, there were others which 
were to be lightly paſs d over with 
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all the Gearlenek imaginable 3 It 
nga Maxim univerſally receiv'd, 
tat a general Applauſe can hard- 

conſiſt with ruth, and Since- 


2 — * obliged to. he amiable 
E114 14 for the Liberty I enjoy 
of following my Inclinations. I 
love to commend what is really 
beautiful, and 1 love. to peak 
Truth. 
\ r Rand in need 
of my Service, Jam under no 
Temptation, either to act the 
Hypocrite, or the Flatterer. It is 
Owing to Her, that I can be laviſh 
and liberal in my Praiſes, with- 
out being complaiſant. It is ow. 
ing to Her, that theCriticks, for- 
getting that  Delicacy of by 
ment, which was only employ'd 
in finding out Faults, aſſume tb 
themſelves 1 N ature; and 


by 


„ 
by a ſtrange and wonderful Tran · 
ſition lay aſide their Cenſures, 
and 3 Prajdes! 
NoTHING is more certain, 
than that moſt Ladies are more 
oblig d to our Flatteries, than to 
their own iptrinfick - Merit, for 
the fine - 
upon them. But it is otherwiſe 
with EN IIIa; the--Juſtice! we 


do her, is owing to her ſelf; the 


is ſecure of the Applanſe of Man- 


kind, the fears nothing but * 


13 


I b of Her, 5 


as they cannot act contrary to 
the Dictates of Conſcience, they 
confeſs with equal Truth and — 
luctance, that Emitia's ſweet 


Adoration. — 
enlarge e in her Praiſes, tho th 
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Encomiums we bow 


weren g Charms command. their 
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rit, yet they cannot add to it. 
Thus her Enemies are forced to 
ſpeak Truth, notwithſtanding 
their Malice; and her Friends, 
notwithſtanding their great Ve- 
neration, are but ſtrictly juſt ro 
her. She expects no Favour, and 
ſhe fears not Malice in the Judg- 
ments made of Her; But ſince 
all Men are at Liberty to ſpeak 
or not, the only Injury that 


EMIL IA can ſuffer, is from the 


malicious Silence of her Ene- 
mies. | St) 1 
To be more particular. - 

HER Features are no leſs re- 
gular than pleaſing, which is al- 
moſt a Miracle; for Nature ſeems 
often to take a Pleaſure in mak- 


ing Things not regular agreeable; 


and thoſe who are juſtly admir'd 
for their Beauty, do not always 


"pleaſe... Her Eyes are ſweet, yet 


8 „ Piercing; 


E59 


ercing; Her Complexion is no, 
Pe ſmooth than florid; the 
Whiteneſs of her Teeth, and the 
Vermilion of her Lips, are Terms 
too common to deſcribe. A, ſecret 
teſiſtleſs Charm, which is above 
Deſcription... Were it not for 
EMIL IA, that delicate Turn of 
the lower Part of the Face, which 
the Grecians ſo much admir d, 
wou'd be loſt; for ever; it you 4 
no where exiſt, but in the Idea 
of ſome eminent Painter, or in 
the Deſcriptions of the ancient 
Poets; and to give Life and Spi- 
rit to. the whole, ſhe has a noble 
Vivacity i in her Alpecg, her Coun- 
tenancę is ... Freſh and Healthy, 
ſhe is all that we can wiſh her. 
HR Shape is eaſy and well 
proportion d, tis ſmall by degrees 
and beautifully leſs. Her Carriage 
is neither too conſtrain d, nor too 
-A3" ne 


— 
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ver ſo far lo 


[6] 


negligent, which ſpoil a aA ſurkt and 
beautiful Deportment. Her Mo- 
tions are graceful, her Air is 
25 her Smiles are tranſport- 

g. her Ex Expreſſions are melting, 


| 411 all her Actions are con 
Iy attended with Love and Admi- 


ration. 
HEN Wit is of a 1 large Extent, | 
without being vaſt. She is ne- 
1 in Generals, but 

that ſhe can eaſily recover her 
Thoughts, and confine them to 
Particulars. Her Penetration and 
Jad ment are univerſal. In Con 
ation the knows perfectly well, 


wha” to ſpeak, and when to be 


ſlent. Whatever the fays flows 
naturally from her; in N of 

Moment ſhe is neyer too vehe- 
ment, and in Things of leſs Im- 


Fray; * is never g umatrenive, 


Her 


Her Th 1 ar aß, her Ex- 
ire 1 200 both e at; 
; e an Air 0 Deli- 

5 5 15 100 HAIRS: ſack 


oe dee 1 2 cantemns 
and diſdains th em ; How agree- 
able and diverting ſoever they 
may be, the Authors thereof | are 

ſeldom regarded. | 
 Tuzxs is ſuch a Dignity and 
Majeſty in her Preſence, thar the 
Gras. a. Goddeſs. "You ſee as it 
were her Soul in her 1 
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11 
mit. {ad id o ties a \ Paſ- 
fion, than put her ſelf, under .the 


' miſerable Neceſlity of ſtanding in 
need of the Aſſiſtance of others; 7 


ſhe being reſolvd not to contract 
any Obligations, to be civil and 
kind to Strangers, warm and 4 
ctive in ſerving her Friends; but 
yet theſe wiſe and prudent Refle- 


ions do not utterly diveſt her, of 


her generous Inclinations. No! 


they rather teach. her to regulate 


her Temper in proportion to her 
Fortune; to gratify the one, Jet 


not ruin the other. 


HER good Senſe and Address 
are eminently conſpicuous in the 
Management of her Affairs. She 
freely and willingly gives into 
any thing which may be really 
advantageous cither to her ſelf, or 
Friends. A reſtleſs Spirit is her 
utter Averſiè ion; _ be loves to be 
| active, 


5 a 3 


active, but ſhe would not) be im- 
pertinent; ſhe hates to be ſloth- 
ful, yet is a Lover of Trangpt- | 
fry. 

"Havine iven ; you. the De- 
ſcription of BY o miany fine and-ex- 
cellent Qualities; . we are next to 
conſider, what Influence they 
have NO, us, what | 1595 
her. 352 

Nan is Sette, in 1 
fo Divine, ſomerhing.'ſo Majeſti- 
cal, that the commands our Ado- 
ration; and then again, chere is 
ſomething 3 in her fo ſyeer, ſo en; 
gaging, that ſhe charms our Af. 
fections; ſhe makes us her Cap- 
tives, and keeps us in Captivity ; 
tis impoſſible to approach Js and 
not love her; but who dares, {lf 
her that he loves? 
Coup ve look into her 


Heart, we ſhould find in her Breaſt 
| the 


Power over 


[18] 
the very, fires Sentiments, with 


which the 


of 


inſpires us; but as her 
pwer over her ſelf and ps is 
= ran great, the conquers and - 
ſubdues thoſe Deſires by Reaſon, 


=. a 07% $5.0 112 2 
ne ee Fen 


Fon ſeem born without any 
Deſires, others again are all over 
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Tranſport; but with regard tq 


= 


EMILIA, tho her Heart is full of 


Fendernefs, its Motions are in 


abſolute Subjection to her Reaſon, 
She never permits it to prevail ſo 
far as to bring her Judgmeng and 


Conduct into Queſtion, She is 


fir from affecting to be praiv, 


and commended in Conyerſation, 
If Men of diſtinguiſh'd Merit ex- 


* 


dF her. ſhe is content : her con- 


ious Worth ſets her as it were 
above Reflections, ſhe fears not the 


ſecret Murmurs of the Envious, 


a ' wha 
SALAS 
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„ ire Jealous f er Pleaſures, 


and hate her for her Virtues,” W 
Wr know by Experience, tha: 


paffion blinds the . nderſtanding, 
that Love eſtabliſhes his 'Em- 
pire inour Breaſts on the Ruin 
of our Reaſon. But the more 
we khow EAII IA, the more we 
admire her. Love in regard to 


others is Folly, but applyd to 


EMIL IA tis the natural Reſult of 
an able Jude , the Reſult of 
nh I refined 1 


e Ster 5 


moſt exquiſite Fadges are 
Friends, who fove her in nd 

tion to their Taſte and Diſcern- 
ment, If we daily find her more 
and more charming, and our 


fion for her to be always err 


this we may be e UF 


| in 
i chat 
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L 12 1 
that our xe Penetration er ins, 8 
deed.., oY Fa 1 * 1. 1 "HOG | —— 
„S0 ME,. tis conſeſs d, no 
Occaſion for ſo long, ſo. tedious 
and deliberate a Contemi lation. 
225 are tranſported with her Per, 
ctions even before they under>, 
ſtand em. They feel in their 
Hearts a kind of bb Inclination 
for her, they, eſteem and adore, 
her. No ſooner has ſhe ſpoke, 
but they think her an abſolute 
Miſtreſs of Reaſon; her Humanity. 
and Addreſs appear to them' be- 
yond Compariſon. Tho they 
are Strangers to ber Conduct and 
Deportment, by Inſtinct they think 
of her Virtue with Advantage; 
and when afterwards they conſult. 
their. Reaſon, inſtead of —— 
themſelyes miſtaken, they highly 
commend. and applaud their Pre- 


poſſeſſions. | VEST So 72113 48 Teri 
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Ir is none of the leaſt of EA 
MILTa's Perfections to be always 
entertaining, and always the ſame: 
The moſt delightful ; Gayety at 
length becomes tedious; themoſt 
fertile Genius cannot always laſt; 
the moſt animated Vivacity either 
tires or diſguſts you. Hence it is, 
that the Ladies have often re- 
courſe to ſome Caprices to enter- 
tain us; or elſe, they are oblig d 
to introduce ſome Diverſion to 
give new Spirit to the Converſa- 
tion; but EMIL IA pleaſes of her 
ſelf alone, and is always pleaſing; 
that SEMPBER EADEM, that E= 
TERNAL IDENTITY, never gides 
you the leaſt Diſſatisfaction, no 
not for a Moment. We think 
our ſelves happy if with others 
we can paſs one agreeable Hour, 
but it would be matter of juſt 
Complaint, if one Minute with 
P " 


which i ſi 


1241 
her ſhould be otherwiſe than a- 
greeable. Let her Condition be 
what it will; ſer her on what Ac 
count you pleaſc; you are ſure of 


going to a cettain Pleaſure, to a 
certain and ben Satife 
faction. 
I ſhall ** this ts 
Character with one Perfection, 
perior to thoſe 1 have 
— . is Devout, but not 
Su tious; the is Religions, but 
not Melancholy. She is not one 
of — — a — of 
neither is tro 
_ reſign her Faith to 1 — not 
what fooliſh Tidiculous Legends. 
She hates and deteſts that retir'd 
Temper, which inſenſibly 'inftids 
into the Soul an Averſion to Plea- 
fare, and a Hatred of Mankind. 
Sn is far from thinking her 
at oblig'd to retire from the 
World, 


Canal! 


lieve, that the withdrawing our 
ſelves from 


tion was no leſs dear than 


to us, is to unite our ſelves — 
Maker. She rather thinks it a 


fooliſh Self-Loe. an obſtinate, 


indiſcreet Compliance with dat 


own pererſe irregla 


ator in'the Word which is full of 


Here it is, where, with the Afﬀift- 


* * 
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vation in the\ next. 


World, to worſtup God in the Llor- 
rors of Solitude; nor does the be- 


Society, and abandon- 
ing bur Frirntls,; whoſe Convert 


She hopes ä . 


his 'Goodnefs, and the only pro- 
per Subject of his Providence. 


aner of Mis divine Grace, the 
makes it the conſtant Buſineſs of 
her Life to enlighten her Reaſon, 
perfect her Morals, and direct her 
Conduct, both with: reſpect to the 
Duties of this 1 and ber _— 
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Woman, who neuer b, and ne- 
ver will be, if it be poſſible to de- 


ſcribe a Character that has no 
Exiſtence. Tis rather the Idea, 
2 e imaginary Idea of a polite and 

utiful Perſon: © To endeavour 
to find it amongſt the Men would 
be a vain and fruitleſs Attempt. 
They want that Sweetneſs, that 


inimitable Sweetneſs, which we 


ſo much admire in oa Women ; 


andi believ'd it leſs impoſſible, to 
find in a Woman that Strength 


of Reaſon; char ſoum Under- 
ſtanding which is common to 


Men; than in a Man thoſe 
Charms and Graces, thoſe inex- 


preſſible Charms and Graces, 
which are natural to the Wo- 
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